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The Prompter. 
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The Heart of a loyal, and capable, Counfellor 4s the NOBLEST 


Dominion, any Prince can le Mafter of. 


Ifocrates. 





Tuespay, AuGusT 26. 1735. 





wm 'T is the commoneft Thing in 
m™, the World to hear the Favourites 
BS of Kings declaim’d againft, by 
Thole, who are NoT Favourites : 
The Motive of fuch Men’s Com- 
plaints may be Exvy ; Itmay be 





ve or the Rage of Difappointment : 
or, it MAY BE Patriotifm, and a Love of Liberty. 


Bur, when Men, who are, Them/elves, in Pof- 


‘ feffion of their Sovereign’s Ear, and fole Engroffers 


of his Favour, join the Cry, againft a Partiality, 
to which They owe their Greatnefs, and Diftinction, 


‘ the Motive of Thefe Men MusT BE’ generous, anu 


Public. — They would facrifice their perfonal Ad- 
vantages, to the Satisfaction, and Security, of the 
whole Body Politic: and rather raife themfelves 


_ above the Reft of their Country-men, by the Ex- 


erted Superiority of their Virtue, than be Ufted 
above them, by the indulg’d Peculiarity of their 


Fortune. 


In Honour and Juftice to an Englifh Buack 
Swan, of this Character, I will entertain my Read- 
ers, with a Piece, which deferves to be Engrav’d 
upon Marble, to adorn Merlin’s Cave, or fome 
more confpicuous Part of a Palace. 


A Memorial, prefented to Queen EL1ZABETH, 
againft ber Majefty’s being engrofs’d by any 
particular FavouRLTE: Written by Wil- 
liam Cecit, Lord Burleigh, then Lord 
High Treafurer of England. 


May it pleafe your Majefty. 
ULL of Affurance, that my unfeigned Zeal 


for your Service will be evident, in what I*‘ 


humbly prefume to remonttrate, I fhall venture to 
a with a Freedom, worthy the Aim of my Pur- 
pofe. 


_ WHEN a Man, ambitious of exgaging your Ma- 
Jefty’s good Opinion, and your Favour, fhall plead 
apainft any Particulars, engroffing your Royal Ears 
He cannot well be fufpected of directing his Dif- 
Coprfe to Private Advantage ; fince, by advancing 
the covtrary Pofition, He might hope, perhaps, in 


Perfonal Diftafte, Pride, Spleen, 


his Turn, by the Force of Induftry, and Applica- 
tion, to enjoy a Share of the Benefit. 


SECURE, therefore, in my Zeal, for the Welfare 
of my Prince, and my Country, I appeal to your 
Majetty’s Knowledge of Hiftory, whether it afford 
any Inftance of That Nature, which has not been, 
or was very likely to be, of fatal Confequence to 
the Prince, or the People, or Both. I will not in- 
fift on SEJANUS, or any other of the Roman Mr- 
NIONs, to whole Ambition, or Avarice, when the 
Nobility had fallen in Numbers, and the People felt 
the Rage of their exorbitant Paffions, unfatishied 
with what they poffeffed, they have aim’d at the 
Life, and Throne, of the PRINCE, who rais’d them 3 
The Reafon of which is plain; becaufe, having 
only Themfelves, and their own private Advantage 
in View, they make ufe of the PRriNcE, only, as 
the Means, of their Grandeur, without any Regard 
to his Service, or the Public Good, againft which, 
it is impoffible to do the Prince any. 


A Kino, by his Royal Office, is the Father of 
his Country, whofe Eye ought to watch over the 
Good of All, and Every one, of his Subjects, in a 
juft Execution of the LAws, and impartial Difpenfa- 
tion of PREROGATIVE ; i#-redreffing of Grievances, 
rewarding Virtue, punifbing Vice, encouraging Induftry, 
and thelike. But, Princes, tho’ Vicegerents of Hea- 
ven, being not endued with Omnifcience, can only 
know thefe Grievances, Virtues, Vices, and Induftry, 
of their People, by the Eyes, and Information of 
others. 


Nor can This be done, by trufting to any Oxe 
Particular FAUOURITE, who, having no more, nor 
larger Qualifications, than his Prince, can have no 
other Means of informing Him, right, than his 
Prince has without Him. Nay, it may very well 
be faid, that He has no Means, Pk fure, and infalli- 
ble ; For the Prince, if he confult his Great Coun- 
cils, and only adhere to their Public Decifions, can- 
not mifs of knowing -4//, that is neceffary to be 
known, for his own GLory, and his People’s Good, 
which are izfeparable ; but the Favourtre, having 
private Defigns to carry on, receives his Informa- 
tion from Thofe, who mf? reprefent Things, to 
him, as He would have them, by that Means to 
make their Court, and fecure That Succef$ to their 
Withes, for which they pay the Adoration of Flat- 
herv. 


Nu meB. LXXXIIIJ. 
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tery. — But, if, by the wonderful Perfpicuity, and 
Application, of the Favourite, he fhould attain a 
true Knowledge of the Srate of Things ; of the In- 
clinations, and Defires of the People; It is Forty to 
Oxe, that, Thefe clafhing with His private Aims, 
he gives them another Face to the Prince, a Turn, 
more agreeable to his Intereft, tho’ equally deftructive 
of his Mafter’s, and his Country's. 


Tue only Way, therefore, for a Prince to go- 
vern, with Satisfaction to his Confcience, is to be 
the Common Fatker of AL his Country, to hear tie 
Advice of ALU his Counfellors, and lend an open 
Ear to Au the Grievances and Neceffities of ALL 
his People; which can never be done, while Any 
Onze Man poffefles the Roya! Favour, fo far, as to 
make bis Advice an Overbal/ance, to That, of the 
Natioz; He gains, by that Means, a Power, which 
he, extreamly feldom, it ever, ufes for the People’s, 
or Prizce’s Advantage, but, molt. commonly, if 
not always, to the Deftruction of Both : There are 
Examples enough of This, to alarm any wife, and 
politic Prince; and Domeftic Inftances might be given, 
of chofe, who, by their excejfive Power, have fet, 
whom ihey pleafed, ou the THRONE. 


Burt, omitting what your Majefty knows ex- 
treamly well, I fthall only give You a View of a 
FavourRITE, in the Keign of your Royal Father ; 
a true Profpect of whofe Practices, and Ambition, 
may warn your Majefty againft 4//, who would 
engro/s, not only your Ear, but all your Gifts, and 
your Places; | mean Cardinal WotsEy ; | fhall not 
deny his admirable Qualifications and Parts; or his 
Fuftice, in many Particulars; yet, I fhall fhew, that 
the I/ls, he did, were much more prejudicial to the 
King, and his People, than the Good, he did, bene- 


ficial. 


WHATEVER he did, as CHANCELLOR, (allowing 
his Decrees All Equitable, and jujt) will not be 
fufficient to deftroy my Affertion ; fince That only 
reach’d Particulars ; but, the Exorbitances of his 
Adminiftration fpread to the whole People, as will 
appear from thofe few Inftances, I fhall give, by 
which he put the King on fuch 4¢tempts to reple- 
nifh an Exchequer, which His Ambition, and Pride, 
more than any Profufion, or Expences of the King, 
had exhaufted. 


THE Reafon of this Affertion will be plain, if 
your Majefty will reflect on the more than Royal 
Retinue, which, tho’ a Subject, of the /oweff, and 
moft Plebeian Rife, he maintaind: For, not to waite 
your Majefty’s #mportant Hours, with a long Cata- 
logue of the Particulars, He had, in his Family, 
One Eari, Nine Barons, and of Kuzights, Gentle- 
men, and inferior Ofiicers, AaBouT ONE THOUSAND; 
For the Maintenance of whom He had the Difpo- 
fal of All Places of Truf?, and Profit, and, fingly, 
auc “lone, difpatcli’d all Public Negotiations. 


His iacidext Charges, join’d with the coxzfang 
Expences_of fo numerous a Retinue, occation’d per- 
petual, and large Disburfements ; and thefe put Him 
on extraordinary Ways and Meazs of providing a 
Fund for their Continuance. 


To this End, He oblig’d Every Man, o» Oath, 
to deliver the true Value, and Eftimate, of his 
Eitare, and to pay Four Shillings in the Pound for 
Every Fifty Pounds, aud upwards: This was {9 
heavy, and fevere a Tax, that its being authoriz’d 
by Parliament, woud not have freed it from the 
Iimputation of an Oppreffion of the People: But, to 
be done by the private Authority of a Sunject, is 
what wants a Name. And, that it was fo, not- 
withitanding the Geat Seal was athix’d to the Com- 
miffions, is plain, from his Majefty’s difowyixg the 
Matter, as fuch a Violation of the Fuxdamnextal 
Rights of the People, and a total Diffolution of Magna 
Charta, that no wife King of Exzlaxd cou’d be 
guilty of. A juft Confideration of This made the 
King declare, That, tho’ bis Neceffities were great, 
yet, He fhou'd never think them ereat enough, to 
make bim attempt the raifing Money, by airy, but 
the Legal Way, of the People’s Confent in ‘Parlia- 
ment. 


THo’ the Kizg had made this Declaration, and 
the Cardinal found his firft illegal Project defeated ; 
yet, fince MoNEy was to be had, or his Defigns 
fall to the Ground, He oce more trys one, as little 
agreeable to Law, as the former, tho’ not fo odious 
and improper. He, therefore, puts the King on de- 
firing a Bezevolence ot the People. 


But, Madam, I muft remember to whom it is, 
I am {peaking ; to one of the wifeft, and Belt, of 
Princes, as being entirely free from All vicious In- 
clinatious ; and of too good Judgment to be impos'd 
on, by the faireft Appearances, fo far, as to lofe the 
jufter Contiderations of Public Good, in the Quali- 
ties of any Particular. Under You, Madam, we 
find That faying, true— How happy is the Kingdom, 
govern'd by a Philofopher ! We feel the Bleffing, and 
experience the Manna of your Reign: And, bow 
indulgent foever your Majesty may be thought 
to the eminent Excellencies of SoME, yet, I have 
no manner of Fear, that they will ever be 
able to expell your Affections from All your other 
Subjects, or make you deviate to a Partiality in 
their Favour, againft the Univerfal Cries of your 
People. 


Tus noble Temper in your Majes'ry it is, that 
fecures me againft .4// Fears from this Freedom, 


‘fince you will eafily fee a Public Spirit, void of 


All private Aims; U have, therefore, only to add 
my ardent Wifhes for the profperous, and long Reign 
of your Majesty, over a People, that are fenfible 
of the Bleffixg, which Providence bas beftowd on 
them, in their gracious QUEEN. 
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